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lie lay students in the establishment, and although, apparently,
through the influence of Archbishop Troy, this project was
dropped,1 no further restriction was introduced into the Bill
than that the college was to be cfor the better education of
persons professing the popish or Roman Catholic religion.' Its
government was placed in the hands of a body of trustees, to
which the Chancellor and the three other chief judges officially
belonged, but which consisted mainly of the Catholic bishops,
who, however, were elected as individuals, and not as enjoying
any titular rank or dignity. They were empowered to purchase
lands to the annual value of 1,OOOL, and to receive private sub-
scriptions and donations without limit, for the purposes of the
college. There was, at first, no Government endowment for
the education of the students, but an immediate parliamentary
grant of S,OOOL was voted to purchase a house and other
necessary buildings for their accommodation. Dr. Hussey was
appointed President.2

Hely Hutchinson, who had so clearly foreseen, and so power-
fully stated, the danger of establishing in Ireland separate
sectarian colleges, was no longer on the stage. He had died in
S eptember 1794, and the nation thus lost, in a most critical niom ent,
the wisest and ablest advocate of liberal education. The dis-
cussion on the Maynooth Bill in the Irish Parliament is not
reported, and I cannot tell whether any speaker dwelt upon the
great evil of dissociating Irish clerical education from the edu-
cation of the university. A very able man, who was then a
fellow of Trinity College, and afterwards Archbishop of Dublin,
in evidence which he gave before the House of Lords in 1825,
has mentioned the. strong objections which he and others out-
side Parliament had expressed to the scheme, and the pres-
sure they put upon the members of the university to oppose
it. c The disadvantages,' he said,c of the contracted and monas-
tic plan, which a separate college for Roman Catholic priests
would require, were strongly contrasted, in my mind, with the
advantages which would redound both to the character of the
Roman Catholic clergy itself, and to society at large, from the
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